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Come out from among them, and be ye feparate, faith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing, and I will recerve you : Te 

And I will be to you a Father, and ye foall be my fons and dauzhters, | | 4 
Faith the Lord Almighty. 






I. OW exceeding few, even in the religious world 


. * 
~ = 


have duly confidered thefe folemn words! We 
have read them, we have heard them over and over, ae 
but never laid them to heart, or obferved that opt n- 4 
tain as plain and exprefs a command as any in the whole ny | 
bible. And it is to be feared, there are ftill fewer ihe wy. 
underftand the genuine meaning of this direction. Pe 
Numberlefs perfons in Eng/and have interpreted it as 2 ahh) 
command to come out of the eftablifhed church. And ; 
in the fame fenfe it has been underftood by thoufands i 


in the neighbouring kingdoms. Abundance of fermons 
have been preached, and of books wrote upon this 

fuppofition. And indeed many pious men have ground- 1 
ed their feparation from the church, chiefly on this text. H 
** God himfeli, fay they, commands us, Come out from 

among them, and be ye feparate. And it is only upon 
this ‘conditi on, that he will receive us, @nd we e {ball be 
the fons and daughters of the Lord Almighty.” 

2. But this interpretation is totally foreign to the de- 
fign of the apo! tle, who is not here fpeaking of this or 
oes hurch, but on qttite another fubject. Neither di 
apoitle himfelf, or any of his brethren draw any 
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fuch inference from the words. Had they done fo, it 
would have been a flat contradi@tion, both to the ex- 
ample and precept of their Mafter. For although the 
Jewifh church was then full as unclean, as unholy, both 
inwardly and outwardly as any C hriftian church now 
upon earth, yet our Lord, conftantly attended the fer. 
vice of it. And he direéted his followers in this, as in 
every other refpect, to tread in his feps. his is clear- 
ly implied in that remarkable paflage, The /cribes and 
pharifees fit in Mofes’ feat: all therefore, whatfoever they 
bid you obferve, that obferve and da: but do not ye after 
their works ; for they Jay and do not, Matt. xxiii. 1. 
Even though they themfelves fay and do not, though 
their lives contradict their doirines, though they were 
ungodly men, yet our Lord here not only permits, but 
requires his difciples to hear them. ‘For he requires 
them to ob/erve and do what they fay; but this could 
not be, if they did not hear them. Accordingly the 
apoftles, as long as they were at Yerufalem, conitartly 
attended the public fervice. Thererore it is certain thee 
words have no reference to a feparation from the eftab- 
lifhed church. 

3. Neither have they any reference to the direction 
given by the apoiftle, in his firft epiitle to the Corinthi- 
ans. The whole paflage runs thus: I wrote unto you in 
an epiftle, not to company with fornicators. Yet not alio- 
gether with the fornicators of this world, or with the cov- 
etous, or extoriioners, or with idolaters, for then muft ye 
needs go out of the world. But now I have written unto 
you, not to company, Jf any man that is called a brother, 
be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or 
a drunkard, or an extortioner, with fuch a one, no, not to 
eat, chap. vi. ver. 9, 11. This wholly relates to them 
that are my of the fame chriftian community. 
The apoftle téMs them exprefsly, He does not give this 
dire€tion not to company with fuch and fuch perfons 
with regard to the heathens or to men in general: and 
adds this plain account, For then mu/t ye needs go ovt 
of the world: you could tranfact no bufinels in it. Bat 
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if any man that is called a brother, that is connected with 
you in the fame religious fociety, be a fornicator, or 
covelous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or 
an extortioner, with fuch an one, no, not to eat. How im- 
portant a cauti on is this? But how little is it obferved 
even by thofe that are in other refpeéts confcicntious 
chriftians! Indeed iome parts of it are not eafy to be 
obferved, for a plain reaion; they are not ealy to be 
underftood. I mean, it is not eaty to be underftood, to 
whom the characters belong. It is very difficult, ‘for 
initance, to know, unlefs in fome glaring cohte th to 
whom the character of an exfortioner, or of a covetous 
man belongs. We can hardly know one or the other 
without feeming (at leaft) to be du/y bodtes in other men’s 
matters. And yet the prohibition is as {trong concerning 
converfe with thefe, as with fornicators or adulterers. 
We can only act in ‘the fimplicity of our hearts, with- 
out fetting up for infallible judges ({till willing to be 
better informed) according to the beft light we have. 

4. But although this direction relates only to our 
chriftian brethren (fuch at leaft by outward profef flion) 
that in the text is of a far wider extent, it unqueition- 

ibly relates to all mankind. It clearly requires us, to 
ine at a diftance, as far as is practicable, from all un- 
godly men. Indeed it feems, the word which we ren- 
der unclean thing, 1 #«3aprev, might rather be rendered 
unclean perfon ; Yy ‘probably alluding to the ceremonial 
law, which forbade fouching one that was leg ally un- 
clean. But even here, were we to underftand the ex- 
preffion literally, were we to take the words in the 
ftricteft fenfe, the fame abfurdity would follow; we 
mult needs, as the apoftle fpeaks, go out of the world. 
We thould not be able to abide in thofe calli ings, which 
the providence of God has afligned us Were we not 
to converfe at all with men of tholetharac: rs, it 
would be impoffible to traniact our temporal bufineds. 
So that every confcientious chriftian would have no- 
thine to do, but to flee into the defert. ff would not 
fuiice, to turn recluies, to, fhut ouricives up i mona- 
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fteries or nunneries: for even then we mult have fome 
intercourfe with ungodly men, in order to procure the 
neceflaries of life. 

The words, therefore, muft neceflarily be under- 
ftoud, with confiderable reftri€tion. They do not pro- 
hibit our converfing with any man, good or bad, in 
the way of worldly bufinefs, A thoufand occafions 
will occur, whereon we mutt converte with them, in 
order to tranfacét thofe affairs, which cannot be done 
without them. And fome of thefe may require us, to 
have frequent intercourfe with drunkards or fornica- 
to: : Ys ea, fometimes it may be requilite for us to {pend a 
coutiderable time in their company: otherwife we fhould 
not ve able to fulfil the duties of our feveral callings. 
Such converiation therefore with men, holy or unholy, 
is .. way contrary to the apoftle’s advice. 

Wh 1at is it then which the apoftle forbids! Firf, 

averfing with ungodly men, when there is no 
n'y, no providential call, no bufinefs, that requires 
it: secondly, The conv erfing with them more frequent- 
ly than bufinefs neceflarily requires ; Thirdly, The 
fp ending more time in their company than is neceflary 
to finith our bufinefs : above all, Fourthly, The chufing 
ungodly perfons, however ingenious or agreeable, to 
be our ordinary companions, or to be our familiar 
friends. If any inftance of this kind will admit of lefs 
excufe than others, it is that which the apoftle exprefs- 
ly forbids elfewhere, The being unequally yoked with an 
unbeliever iN matriage: with any perfon that has not 
the love of God in their heart, or at leaft the fear of 
God before their eyes. I do not know any thing that 
can juftify this: neither the fenfe, wit or beauty of 
the perfon : nor temporal advantage ; nor fear of want; 
no, nor even the command of a parent. For if any 
parent commatad what is contrary to the word of God, 
the child ought to obey God rather than man. 
7. The ground of this prohibition is laid down at 
larve in the preceding veries. What fellowfhip hath 
righteoufn: fs with unrightcoufncfs ? What communion hath 
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533 
ligh with darkne/s ? And what concord hath Chri with 


Belial? Or what part hath he that believeth with an un- 
belie cued (Taking that word in the extenfive fenfe, for 
him that hath neither the love nor the tear of God :) 
Te are the temple of the living God: as God hath faid, I 
will dwell in them and walk in them: and I will be their 
God, and they fhall be my people. \t follows, Wherefore 
come out from among them : the unrighteous, the children 
of darknefs, the fons of Belial, the unbelievers: And 
be ye feparate, and touch not the unclean thing, or perfon, 
and | will receive you. 

8. Here is the ground of this prohibition, to have 
any more intercourfe with unholy men than is abfolute- 
ly neceflary. There can be no profitable fellow/hip be- 
= the righteous and the unrighteous; as there can 
be no communion between light and darkneis; (whether 
you underftand this of natural or of {piritual darknefs.) 
As Chrift can have no concord with Belial, fo a believer 
in him can have no concord with an unbeliever. It is 
abiurd to imagine, that any true union or concord 
fhould be between two perlons, while one of them 
remains in the darknefs and the other walks in the 
light. They are fubjects not only of two feparate, but 
of two oppofite, kingdoms. They act upon quite dif- 
ferent principles: they aim at quite different ends. It 
will neceflarily follow, that frequently; if not always, 
they will walk in d ‘fferent paths. How can they walk 
together, till they are agreed? Until they both ferve 
cither Chrift or Belial. : 

g. And what are the confe quences of our not obey- 
ing this direction? Of our not coming out from among 
unholy men? OF not being feparate from them, but 
COMA Ta or continuing a familiar intercourle with 
them? It is probable, it will not immediately haye any 
apparent, vifible ill confequences. It is hardly to be ex- 
pected, that it will immediately lead us into any out- 
ward fin. Perhaps it may not prefently occafion our ne- 
glect of any outward duty. It will firlt fap the foundati- 
ous of religion :_it will by little and little damp our zeal 
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for God: it will gently cool that fervency of fpirit, which 
attended our firft love. If they do not openly oppofe any 
thing we fay or do, yet their very {pirit will by inienfible 
degrees affect our fpirit, and transfufe into it the fame 
luke-warmnefs and indifference toward God and the 
things of God. It will weaken all the fprings of our 
foul, deftroy the vigour of our {pirit, and caufe us 
more and more to flacken our pace, in running the 
race that is fet before us. 

10. By the fame degrees all needlefs irftercourfe with 
unholy men, will weaken our divine evidence and con- 
viction of things unfeen: it will dim the eyes of the 
foul whereby we fee him that is invifidle, and weaken 
our confidence in him. It will gradually abate our fa//e 
of the powers of the world to come, and deaden that hope 
which before made us fit in heavenly places with Chrift 
Sefus. Vt will imperceptibly cool that flame of love, 
which before enabled us to fay, Whom have I in heaven 
but thee? And there is none upon earth that I defire befide 
thee! Thus it ftrikes at the root of all vital religion, 
of our fellowfhip with the Father and with the Son. 

11. By the fame degrees, and in the fame fecret and 
unobferved manner, it will prepare us to “ meafure 
back our fteps to earth again.” It will lead us foftly, 
to relapfe into the love of the world from which we 
were clean efcaped ; to fall gently into the defire of the 
fle/b, the feeking happinefs in the pleafures of fenfe; 
the defire of the eye, the feeking happinefs in the plea- 
fures of imagination, and the pride of life, the feeking 
it in pomp, m riches, or in the praife of man. And 
all this may be done, by the affiftance of the fpirit, who 
beguiled Eve through his fubtlety, before we are fenfible 
of his attack, or are confcious of any lofs. 

12. And it is not only the love of the world in all its 
branches, which neceflarily fteals upon us, while we 
converfe with men of a worldly fpirit, farther than duty 
requires, but every other evil paflion and temper, of 
which the human foul is capable: in particular, pride, 
vanity, cenforioufnels, evil-furmifing, pronenefs to res 
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venge : while on the other hand, levity, gaiety and diffi- 
pation, {teal upon us and increafe continually. We know 
how all thefe abound in the men that know not God. 
And it cannot be but they will infinuate themfelves into 
all who frequently and freely converfe with them: they 
infinuate moft deeply into thofe who are not apprehenfive 
of any danger: and moft of all, if they have any parti- 
ticular affection, if they have more love than duty re- 
quires, for thofe who do not love God, with whom they 
familiarly conferfe. 

13.,Hitherto I have fuppofed that the perfons with 
whom you converfe, are fuch as we ufe to call good 
fort of people: fuch as are ftiled, in the cant-term of the 
day, mer: of worthy characters: (one of the fillieft, in- 
fignificant words, that ever came into fafhion) I have 
fuppofed them to be free from curfing, fwearing, pro- 
fanenefs; from fabbath-breaking and drunkennefs; from 
lewdnefs either in word or action; from difhonelty, 
lying and flandering: in a word, to be entirely clear 
from open vice of every kind. Otherwife whoever has 
even the fear of God mult in anywiie keep at a diltance 
from them. But I am afraid, 1 have made a fuppofi- 
tion which hardly can be admitted. I am afraid, fome 
of the perfons with whom you converle, more than 
bufinefs neceffarily requires, do not deferve even the 
character of good fort of men: are not worthy of any 
thing but fhame and contempt. Do not fome of them 
live in open fin? In curfing and fwearing, drunkennefs, 
or uncleannefs? You cannot long be ignorant of this: 
for they take little pains to hide it. Now is it not cer- 
tain, that all vice is of an infectious nature; for who 
can touch pitch and not be defiled? From thefe there- 
fore you ought undoubtedly to flee, as from the face 
of a ferpent. Otherwife how foon may ¢vi/ communica- 
tions corrupt good manners ? 

14. I have fuppofed likewife, that thofe unholy per- 
fons with whom you frequently converfe, have no de- 
fire to communicate their own fpirit to you, or to in- 
duce you to follow their example. But this alfo isa 
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fuppofition which can hardly be admitted. In many 
cafes their intereft may be advanced, by your being a 
partaker of their fins. But fuppoting intereft to be out 
of the queftion, does not every man naturally defire, 
and more or lefs endeavour to bring over his acquaint- 
ance to his own opinion or party? So that as all good 
men defire and endeavour to make others good, like 
themfelves, in like manner, all bad men defire and 
endeavour to make their companions as bad as them- 
felves. 

is. But if they do not, if we allow this almoft im- 
poflible fuppofition, that they do not defire or ufe any 
endeavours, to bring you over to their own temper and 
practice, {till it is dangerous to converfe with them. | 
fpeak not only of openly vicious men, but of all that 
cdo not love God, or at leaft fear him, and fincerely 
feek the kingdom of God and his righteoufnefs. Ad- 
mit fuch companions do not endeavour, to make you 
like themfelves, does this prove, you are in no danget 
from them? See that poor wretch that is ill of the 
plague! He does not defire, he does not ufe the leaft 
‘ endeavour, to communicate his diftemper to you. Yet 
have a care! Touch him not! Nay, go not near him, 

or you know not how foon you may be in juft the fame 
condition. To draw the parallel; though we fhould 
fuppofe the man of the w orld, does not defire, defign, 
or endeavour, to communicate his diftemper to you, 
yet touch him not! Come not too near him. For it is 
not only his reafonings or perfuafions that may infect 
your foul, but his very breath is infeétious: particular- 
ly to thofe who are apprehenfive of no danger. 

16. If converfing freely with worldly-minded men 
has no other ill effet upon you, it will furely, by im- 
perceptible degrees, make you lefs heavenly minded. 
St will give a bias to your mind, which will conti: ual- 
ly draw your foul to earth. It will incline you, w th- 
out your being confeious of it, inftead of being violly 
transformed in the renewing of your mind, to bea ain 
conformed to this world, in its fpirit, in its maxims, 
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and in its vain converfation. You will fall again into 
that levity and diflipation of jpirit, from which you 
had before clean eicaped, into that fuperfluity of appa- 
rel, and into that foolifh, frothy, unprofitable conver- 
fation, which was an abomination to you, when your 
foul was alive to God. And you will daily decline 
from that fimplicity both of fpeech and behaviour, 
whereby you. once adorned the dottrine of Got our 
Saviour. 

17. And if*you go thus far in conformity to the 
world, it is hardly to be expected, you will itop here. 
You will go farther in a thort time: having once loft 
your footing and begun to flide down, it is a thouiand 
to one, you will not ftop, till you come to the bettom of 
the hill: till you fall yourtfelt into fome of thofe outward 
fins, which your companions commit before your eyes, 
or in your hearing. Hereby the dread and horror which 
ftruck you at firit, will gradually abate, till at lenyth 
you are prevailed upon to follow their example. But 
fuppofe they do not lead you into outward fin, if they 
infect your {pirit with pride, anger, or love of the 
world, it is enough: it is futhcient, without deep re- 
pentance, to drown your foul in everlafting perdition: 
feeing (abftracting from all outward fin) 70 de carnai/;- 
minded is death. 

18. But as dangerous as it is to converfe familiar); 
with men that know not God, it is more dangerous ‘ull 
for men to converie with women of that character: as 
they are generally more infinuating than men, and have 
far greater power of perfuafion: particularly if they 
are avreeable in their perfons, or pleaiing in their con- 
veriation. You mut be more than man if you can con- 
verfe with fuch, and not fuffer any lofs. H you do not 
feel any foolith or unholy defire; fand who can pro- 
nife that you fhall not?) Yet it is fearce poilible, that 
you fhould not feel more or lefs of an improper lof? 
nel., which will make you lefs willing and lets able, to 
perii{t in that habit of denying yourieli, and takiag. 
‘p your crofs daily, which conftitute the charaéter o* 


=~, 


£ > 











te 

ib 

: % 

j i 

ti }' 

: 
+. 
h, 
"> ; | 








53% A SERMON ON 2 COR. Vi. 17, 18. 


a good foldier of Jefus Chrift. And we know that not 
only fornicators and adulterers, but even the /oft and 
effeminate, the delicate followers of a felf-denying maf- 
ter, fhall have no part in the kingdom of Chrift and of 
God. 

19. Such are the confequences which mutt furely, 
though perhaps flowly follow, the mixing of the chil- 
dren of God with the men of the world. And by this 
means more than any other, yea, than by all others put 
together, are the people called Methodifts likely to lofe 
their ftrength and become like other men. It is indeed 
with a good defign, and from a real defire of promot- 
ing the glory of God, that many of them admit of 
familiar converfation with men that know not God. 
You have a hope of awakening them out of ‘fleep, and 
perfuadiny them to feek the things that make for their 
peace. But if after a competent time of trial, you can 
make no impreflion upon them, it will be your wifdom 
to sive them up to God. Otherwife you are more like- 
ly to receive hurt from them, than to do them any 
good. Forif you do not raife their hearts up to heaven, 
they will draw yours down to earth. Therefore retreat 

_in time, and come out from among them, and be ye fcpa- 
rate. 

20. But how may this be done? What is the mof 
eafy and effectual method of feparating ourfelves from 
unholy men’ Perhaps a few advices will make this 
plain, to thofe that defire to know and do the will of 
Ged. 

Firft, Invite no unholy perfon to your houfe, untels 
on fome very particular occafion. You may fay, ‘ Biit 
civility requires this: and fere, religion is fio enenty 
to civility. Nay, the apoftle himfelf directs ws to be 
sourteous, as well as to de pitiful.’ Teanfwer, You may 
be civil, fufliciently civil, and yet keep thei at a pro- 
per diftance. You may be courteous in a thoufand in- 
ftances: and yet ftand aloof from them. And it was 
never the defien of the apoftle to recommend any fuch 


eourtely a3 mult neceflarily prove a fnare to the foul. 
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21. Secondly, On no account accept any invitation 
from an unholy perfon. Never be prevailed upon to 
pay a vifit, unlefs you with it to be repaid. It may be, 
a perfon defirous of your acquaintance, will repeat the 
vilit twice or thrice. But if you fteadily refrain from 
returning it, the vifitant will foon be tired. It is not 
improbable he will be difobliged, and perhaps he will 
fhew fome marks of refentment. Lay your account 
with this, that when any thing of the kind occurs, 
you may neither be furprizéd nor difcouraged. It 
is better to .pleafe God and difpleafe man, than te 
pleaie man, and difpleafe God. 

22. Thirdly, It is probable you were acquainted with 
men of the world, before you yourfelf knew God. 
What is beft to be done with regard to thefe? How 
miay you moft eafily drop their acquaintance? Firft, al. 
low a fufficient time to try whether you cannot by ar- 
gument and perfuafion, applied at the foft times of ad. 
drefs, induce them to chufe the better part. Spare ne 
pains. Exert all your faith and love, and wreftle with 
God in their behalf. If after all, you cannot perceive 
that any imprefiion is made upon them, it is your duty 
gently to withdraw from them, that you be not intang- 
led with them. This may be done in a fhort time, eafi- 
ly and guietly, by not returning their vifits. But you 
mutt expeét they will upbraid you with haughtinels and 
unkindnefs, if not to your face, yet behind your back. 
And this you can fuffer for a good confcience. It is 
properly the reproach of Chriit. 

23. When it pleafed God to give me a fettled refolu- 
tion, to be not a nominal, but a real Chrittian (being 
then about two and twenty years of age) my acquaint- 
ance were as ignorant of God as mylelf. But there 
was this difference: 1 knew my own ignorance; they 
did not know theirs. I faintly endeavoured to help 
them; but in vain. Mean time I found by fad experi- 
ence, that even their Aarmie/s converfation (io called) 
damped all my good refolutions. But how to get rid 
of them was the gueition, which | revolved in my mind 
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avain and again. I faw no poflible way, unlefs it fhould 
pleafe God to remove me to another college. He did 
{6, im a manner utterly contrary to all human proba- 
bility. 1 was elected fellow ot a college, where I knew 
not one perfon. I forefaw, abundance of people would 
come to fee me, either out of friendfhip, civility, or cu- 
riofity; and that I fhould have offers of acquaintance, 
new and old: but I had now fixed my plan. Enterin 
now, as it were, into a new world, I refolved to have 
no acquaintance by chance, but by choice ; and to 
chile fuch only as I had reafon to believe, would help 
Me on in my way to heaven. In confequence of this, I 
narrowly obferved the temper and behaviour of all that 
vilited me. I faw no reafon to think that the greater 
part-of thefe truly loved or feared God. Such acquain- 
tance theretore | did not chufe: I could not expect they 
would do me any good. Therefore when any of thefe 
came to fee me, | behaved as courteoufly as I could. 
But to the queition, “ When will you come to fee me?” 
T returned no anfwer. When they had come a few 
times, and found I ftill declined returning the vitit, I 
faw them no more. And I blefs God, this has been 
my invariable rule, for about threefcore. years. I knew 
many reflections would follow, but that did not move 
me, as I knew full well, it was my calling to go through 
evil reper! and good report. 

24. I earneftly advife all of you who refolve to be, 
not almoft, but altogeiker Chriftians, to adopt the fame 
plan, however contrary it may be to flefh and blood, 
Narrowly obferve, which of thofe that fall in your way 
are like-minded with yourfelf: who among them have 
you reafon to believe, fears God and works righteoul- 
nefs? Set them down as worthy of your acquaintance ; 
gladly and freely converfe with them at all opportu- 
nities. As to all who do not anfwer that character, 
gently and quietly let them drop. However good-na- 
tured and fenfible they may be, they will do you no 
real fervice. Nay, if they did not lead you into out- 
ward fin, yet they would be a continual clog to your 
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foul, and would hinder your running with vigour and 
cheerfulnefs the race that is fet before you. And if any 
of vour friends, that did once run well, turn back from 
the holy commandment once delivered to them; firlt ufe 
every method that prudence can fuggeft, to bring them 
again into the good way. But if you cannot prevail, 
let them go: only ftill commending them unto God in 
prayer. Drop all familiar intercourfe with them, and 
fave your own foul. 

25. I advife you, Fourthly, Walk circumfpcedtty, 
with regard to your relations. With your parents, 
whether religious or not you muft certainly converte if 
they defire it: and with your brothers and fifters: more 
efpecially if they want your fervice. I do not know 
that you are under any fuch obligation, with refpect to 
your more diftant relations. Courtefy indeed and na- 
tural affection may require, that you fhould vifit them 
fometimes. But if they neither know nor feek God, it 
fhould certainly be as feldom as poflible. And when 
you are with them, you fhould not ftay a day longer 
than decency requires. Again, whichfoever of them 
you are with at any time, remember that folemn caution 
of the apoftle, Let no corrupt communication [ converia- 
tion] come out of your mouth: but that which is good, to 
the ufe of edifying, that it may minifier grace to the hear- 
ers. You have no authority to vary from this rule; 
otherwife you grieve the holy Spirit of God. And if you 
keep clofely to it, thofe who have no religion will foon 
difpenfe with your company. 

26. Thus it is that thofe who fear or love God, fhould 
come out from among all that do not fear him. Thus in a 
plain {criptural fenfe, you fhould de /eparate from them, 
from all unneceilary sasercousks with them. Yea, Touch 
not, faith the Lord, the unclean thing or perfon, any 
farther than neceflity requires: and I will recetve you in- 
to the family and houfehold of God. And I will be un- 
to you @ Father, will embrace you with paternal affec- 
tion: and ye fhall be unto me fons and daughters, jii'’> the 
hord Almighty. The promile is expreis to all that re- 
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nounee the company of ungodly men (provided theit 
fpixit and converiation are, in other refpects, alfo fuit. 
able to their duty.) God does here abfolutely engage 
to give them all the bleflings he has prepared for his 
heloved children, both in time and eternity. Let all 
thofe, therefore, who have any regard for the favour 
and the bleflings of God, firft beware how they con. 
tract amy acquaintance, or form any connexion with 
ungodly men, any farther than neceflary bufinefs, or 
fome other providential call requires: and, fecondly, 
with all poflible fpeed, all that the nature of the thing 
will admit, break off all fuch acquaintance already con- 
tracted, and all fuch connexions already formed. Let 
ao pleafure refulting from fuch acquaintance, no gain 
found or expected from fuch connexions, be of any 
confideration when laid in the balance, againft a clear 
pofitive command of God. In fuch a cafe, pluck aut the 
right eye, tear away the moft pleafing acquaintance, and 
caft it from thee: give up all thought, all defign of leek. 
ing it again. Cut of the right hand: abfolutely renounce 
the moit profitable connexion, and ca/t it from thee. It 
is better for thee to enter into life with one eye or one hand, 
than baving twa, to be cafe inta hell-fre. 


1 ESD D> —— 


An Extra& from A Surver of the Wispom of Gop in 
the CREATION. 


[Continued from page 494. | 
Of BRUTES. 
Of their Ears, Nofe, Teeth, and Wind-pige ; of their vege- 


tative and fenfitive Motions: of their Soul. 


dant inftances of the Creator’s wifdom. In birds, 
‘he outward ear is clofe and covered; not protuberant, 


r [ ‘HE comparative anatomy of the Ear, yields abun- 
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as that would obftruét their flight. In beafts, its form 
is agreeable to the pofture a: motion of the body, but 
admirably varied in the feveral fpecies, ee to 
their various occafions. In fome, as the hate, 
lar;e, open, and erect; by which means that tithorous, 
helplefs creature, is warned of the leaft approach of 
danger. In others, it is covered, to keep out hoxious 
bodies. In thofe which are forced to mine and dig for 
their habitation, it is fhort, and lodged deep and back- 
ward in the head. Thus moles have no auricle at all, 
but only a round hole, between the neck and fhoulder. 
And this is clofed with a little fkin, which opens and 
fhuts like an eyelid ——The fea-calf alfo, as well as 
lizards and ferpents, have no outward ear. And thx 
tortoife, with moft kinds of fifhes, have the paflag« 
quite covered over. 

But amone all the varieties in the ftruéture of this 
organ, none are more remarkable than thofe of th 
paffage into the os petrefum. In an owl, which perche: 
upon a tree or beam, and héearkens after the prey be 
neath her, it comes farther out above than below, fer 
the better reception of founds from beneath. In a fox, 
which feouts under the prey at rooft, it comes farthe: 
out below than above. Ina pole-cat, which hearkens 
ftraieht forward, it is produced behind, for the taking 
a forward found. Whereas a hare, whofe enenly comes 
behind, is fupplied with a bony circie, directed back- 
ward: by means of which fhe receives diftinctly the 
fmalleft fownd which comes that way. 

The more accurate the fenfe of /melling is in any 
éreature, the longer are the lamin in the noitrils, and 
the more in number, folded up, and crowded together, 
to contain more nervous filaments and to detain the 
odoriferous particles, in their windings and turnings. 

An admirable provifion this, for the good of man 

creatures, the chief acts of whofe lives are performed 
by the miniftry of this fenfe. In infects and many 
O.er creatures, it is of great ufe, in helping them: to 
proper places for hate hing their er nd bree ling Ub 
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their young. And moft irrational animals, beaits, birdy 
and reptiles, do by their fmell find out their food. With 
what fagacity do fome of them dilcover it in the midft 
of mud and dirt? How curioufly do others pick and 
chufe fuch plants as afford them wholefome food (per- 
haps medicine too) avoiding fuch as tend to hurt or de- 
{troy them? and all this principally by the {mell, to- 
gether, with its near ally, the tafte. 

The various forms of the ¢ecth in various creatures, 
is another inftance of the Divine wifdom : how curioul- 
ly are they adapted to the peculiar food and occafion 
of each ipecies! ‘hus in the rapacious they are fitted 
to catch and hold their prey; in the herbaceous, to 

ther and chew vegetables. In thofe which have no 
teeth, as birds, the bill fupplies that defect ; together 
with their additional ftomach. And it is a remark which 
hardly fails, All fuch animals as have four fiomachs, 
have no teeth at all. 

There are great varieties in the teeth of other ani- 
mals. Trout have teeth upon their tongues; cod-fith 
at the bottom of their gullet.- Crocodiles have three 
rows of teeth on the fame jaw; fharks four or five; 
fea-devils, fo called, have feveral rows of moveable 
teeth. 

The varjation of the wind-pipe in various creatures 
is likewife obfervable, as it is neceflary for that of the 
voice. In an hedge-hog, which has a very {mall voice, 
it is hardly more than membranous. In a pigeon, which 
has a low, foft note, it is partly membranous, partly 
cartilaginous. In an owl, which has a good audible 
note, it is more cartilaginous. But that of a jay (as 
of a linnet) has bones initead of cartilages. 

The rings of the wind-pipe likewife are fitted for the 
moduiation of the voice. For in dogs and cats, which 
ufé a great many notes, they are (as. in man) open and 
flexible ; whereby : all or any of them is more or lefs dilat- 
ed or contracted, in order to a deeper or fhriller note. 
But they are one entire ring in the Sapan peacock, 
which ules one fingle note, 
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As to the motions of brutes, it is not eafy to conceive, 
that even thofe of the vegetative kind, can be the mere 
mechanical effects of matter, ates modified. Much 
leis can we conceive this of their /enftive motion: for 
we have not the leaft reafon to doubt, but the fame im- 
preilions of external objects, raife the jame perceptions 
in them as in us.—No queftion, they fee, and hear, 
and fmell, and tafte, and feel in the fame manner as 
men! 

We, cannot therefore deny, that there is fomething 
in brutes, which perceives the impreflions made by out- 
ward objects; and that they perform a thoufand a¢tions, 
which can never be explained by mere mechaniim: 
thofe in particular which {pring from what we call in 
Jtind, as the feeding and tending their young, the 
building their nets, and preparing ‘their habitation, up- 
on or in the earth. 

It is true, fome things in brutes, as well as in men, 
may be mechanically accounted for. But others can- 
not: fo that we are conitrained to own, there ts in 
them alfo fome fuperior principle, of whatever kind it 
be, which is endued with fenfe, perception, and various 
appetites. For from their outward actions we may as 
eafily learn, as we could from thofe of a man bore 
deaf and dumb, that there are in this principle or sow/, 
two different faculties : that of perceiving or knowing, 
anfwerable to our underflanding, and that of defiring 
and /hunning, anfwerable to our will. ‘That this prin- 
ciple is immaterial, appears from this fingle contfider- 
ation, it has a power of /2/f-motion ; which no matte: 
can have, being wholly and eflentially pailive, 


[To be continued. | 
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An Account of the Life of Mrs. Marcarsr Baxrer, 


[Written by her Hufband, Mr. Richard Baxter, Author of the 
Saints’ Everlafting Rett.] 


[Continued from page 503. | 
[en a ©. ee. 
Of her exceeding Defires to do Good. 


i. S at her converfion, and in her ficknefs, the 

abfolutely devoted herfelf, and all that fhe had 
to God; fo fhe earneftly fet herfelf to perform it'to the 
lat. At firlt the gave but the tenth of her income to 
the poor; but I quickly convinced her that Ged mutt 
not be ftinted; but as all was his, fo all mutt be ufed 
for him, in his appolaaes order: which is, 1. For our 
own neteflities. For public good. 3. For the ne- 
ceffities of our children, and fuch relations as are a 
part of our charge. 4. Vor the godly poor. And then, 
5. For the common poor. 

2. To name the particular inftances of her private 
charities, is fuitable neither to my ends, nor her de- 
fires. I will inftance but fome of her more public cares. 

3. She was earneftly cefirous of winning fouls, and 
of the utmoft improvement of mine and other men’s 
labours. At Adon, 1 told you what fhe did; and at 
Totteridge, out of church-time, fhe gladly opened her 
doors to her neighbours, that would come in for inftruc- 
re. 

At London, when fhe faw me too backward in feck- 
ing employ ment, till 1 was called, and that moft places 
in the city had fome fupplies ; fhe firft fifhed out of me 
im what place I moft defired more preach’:g. I told 
her in St. Martin’s parith, where there are forty thou- 
fand more than can come into the church. 

When fhe had heard this, without my knowledge, 
fhe fets ome to feck a large room there; and as none 





























AN ACCOUNT OF MRS. BAXTER. 547 


was found, but divers rooms over the market-houfe laid 
together, the gets one to take thefe. And they two 
agreed to importune me to preach each morning ; and 
in the afternoon to get the ableft minifters they could 
procure in London. ‘Yo that end fhe got a minifter a 
hundred miles off to come to help me, promifing him 
4ol. a year, to go fromi day to day to fupply the places of 
fuch minifters as fhould be got. All this charge, befides 
paying a clerk, and a woman to look to the Tete, rofe 
high. Part of it the people paid, and the reft the paid 
herfelf. 
5- But God was pleafed to remove us from hence; 
but by the interpofition of a marvellous deliverance, 
The roof of that market-houfe is a vatt weight, and 
lies much on one beam in the middle of the floor: the 
place bemg greatly crowded, the beam gave {o great a 
crack as put all the people in fear. A fecond cra ack fet 
them all on running, and crying out at the windows 
for ladders: I having feen the like before at St. Dum- 
SJian’s, Fleet-ftreet, w hile I was preaching, reproved them 
for their fears, and would have gone on to preach. 
But fee the trange hand of God on her that fet all 
the work on foot! After. the firft crack the get down 
the flairs through the crowd, where others could not 
get that were ftronger. The firft maa fhe met, the atk. 
ed what profeflion he was of? He faid, a carpenter. 
Said the, Can you put a prop under the middle of this 
beam? The man lived cloie by, had a prop ready, and 
fuddenly put it under. As we above knew nothing of 
it, the man’s knocking increafed the people’s fears 
and cries. We were glad all to be wx One 5 and the next 
morning tock a {ki ful workman to take up the boards, 
and fearch the beam, which had two rents, fo long and 
fo wide, that it was a wonder the houfe did not fud- 
denly fall. 
6. But this frieht increafed my wife’s natural fearful- 


nels, fo that fhe never got off ail the etlects of 1f wane 
¢ 1; } ee, Pe her yntie t? sd rw) 
1g ily Cae This « deliv eranc ~ A Wace ee | pre flav J Lad 
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things: 1. To keep the anniverfary memorial oi it in 
public thankfgiving. And, 2. To build a fafer place. 

7. According to her promife fhe paid for that place, 
and prefently fet to feek and build another. She found 
a place in Oxenden-ftreet, which fhe could not have 
without giving thirty pounds a year ground-rent, and 
being at all the charge of building on it ; and this but for 
a fhort leafe. However the gets a friend to make the 
bargain, and begs money to build a chapel: fhe alfo 
took the front-ground, and built two little houfes on 
jt. 

8. When warrants were out to diftrain my goods for 
fines, fhe encouraged me to undergo the lofs. And the 
danger of eee and of paying forty pounds 
for every fermon, was fo far from inclining her to dif- 
courage me from any fermon, that if fhe did but think 
th = the leaft fear, it was a great trouble to her. 

She was impatient with any minifters that fhrunk 
“t Sens of fuffering, or that were over fenfible of their 
wants or dangers; and would have no man be a mini- 
fter that had not fo much felf-denial as to lay down all 
at the feet of Chritt. 

10. Her expectations of liberality to the poor from 
others were too high, and her difpleafure too i to- 
wards them that denied her; whereupon when the faw 
a worthy perfon in debt, in prifon, or in great want, 
fhe would promife to gather them fuch a fum, and fome- 
times fhe was put to pay moft of it herfelf. But a 
month before fhe died, the promifed to get twenty 
pounds, towards the relief of one of known worth ; 
and could get but about eight pounds: all the reft fhe 
paid herfclf. 

11. Her judgment was, that we ought to give more 
or lefs to every one that afketh; and that neighbour- 
hood, and notice, and afking, next to known indigence, 
and great worth, are the marks by which we may know 
to whom God would have us give. 

12. She was much more liberal to my poor kindued 
than I was: but her way was not to maintain them i 
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idlenefs, but to take children, and fet them to fome 
trade, or help them out of fome fpecial ftraits. 

3. Lo her own kindred the bore a moft tender love : 
but her care was moft to ges them to be good, and next 
to fettle them in the world. 

She did not pamper her own body: fhe ufed mean 
clothing, and a far meaner diet, and I think, much 
lefs than Cornaris’s and Leffus’s proportion. 


CHAP. VII. 
Of her mental Qualifications, and her Infirmities. 


1. ¥ YER apprehenfion of worldly things was fo quick, 
t q that fhe would, at the firft hearing, underftand 
the matter better than I could do by many and long 
rite 
Except in cafes that require learni ng, and frill in 
be ‘ogical difficulties, fhe was better at refolving a cafe of 
0 onfeie nce than moft divines I ever knew: I often put cafes 
to her, which the fuddenly fo refolved, as to convince 
me of fome degree of over-fight in my own refolution. 
Infomuch that of late years, I confefs, I was ufed to 
put all, except fecret cafes, to her. 

3- As to religion, we were fo perfectly of one mind, 
{ know not that the Gpared from me in any one point. 
Yet the was for univerfal love to all true chriftians. 

4. After all the doubts’of her fincerity and falvation, 
and all the fears and fadnefs thereupon, ‘fhe fo far over- 
came them all, that for near thefe nineteen years that 
{ have lived with her, I never heard her thrice fpeak a 
doubting word of her falvation. 

5. The nature of true religion was printed in her 
conceptions, in fo diftinét a character, as made her ex- 
pect greater exactnefs, than I could reach. If I _ 
rafhly or fharply, it offended her: if I carried it (as I 
was 1pt) with too much neglect of ceremony to any, 
fhe would modeftly tell me ‘of it: ifn 1y looks feemed 
not pleafant, fhe vould have made me amend them: 
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When her fervants did any fault unwillingly, the 
fearce ever told them of it; when one loft ten pounds 
worth of linen carelefsly, and another ten pounds worth 
of plate by negligence, fhe fhewed no anger. 

She hath blamed me for naming, in print, my lofles, 
imprifonment, and other fufferings by the bifhops, when 
I fhould rather, with wonder, have been thankful for 
the great mercy we yet enjoyed. 

She was apt when fhe fet her heart upon fome good 
work, or the welfare of fome dear friend, to be too 
much pleafed in her expectations of the fuccefs; and 
almoit overturned with trouble when they difappointed 
her. 

6. She was much for calmnefs, deliberation, and doing 
nothing rafhly. Therefore fhe would have me take time 
to think much before I did, or refolved on any thing. 

7. She had an earneft defire of the falvation of her 
fervants, and was greatly troubled that fo many of them 
went away as ignorant as they came: but fuch as were 
tfily converted fhe loved as children. 

8. One infirmity made her faulty in omitting much 
of her duty: fhe had from her childhood deep fear of 
hypocrify, and therefore would never fpeak as fhe could. 
1 fcarce ever met with a perfon that was abler to {peak 
long about religious things; and few had more defire 
that it were well done; and yet fhe could not do it her- 
felf for fear of oftentation. 

g. She was the greateft honourer of her mother, I 
eves knew. She believed the promife of the fifth com- 
mandment, and that it implied an anfwerable curfe on 
them that broke it. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Of ber bodily Infirmities, and her Death. 


i. Great pain of the head held her from her youth, 

two or three days every fortnight; and upon 
every thing that irritated, fhe had ftraitnefs in her lungs, 
and an incapacity for much exercile. 
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About three years ago. her head-ach abated, and 
fhe complained of a pain in one of her breafts. Her 
timoroufnefs fettled her in a conceit that fhe fhould die 
of a cancer. 

3. The fears of a cancer made her keep down her 
— fo, that about five ounces of milk, or milk and 

ater, with a little chocolate in it, morning and night, 
per about one or two bits at dinner, was her diet for 
many years. 

4. At laft, about ten weeks before her ficknefs, al- 
moft all her pain went out of her breaft, and fixed in 
the right kidney for about ten weeks. She drank Bar- 
net waters, which I think were one occafion of her fick 
nefs: and too rnuch tincture of amber, which wr rought 
too powerfully on her brain, “and fuddenly _ her ins 
to. a itrong delirium ; in which, though the phyficians 
emitted nothing in their power, mis died on the rath 
day. She feil fick on Friday, June 3, and died June 
14, 1681. ° ° > 

5. Though her underftanding never perfectly return- 
ed, fhe had a very itrong remembrance of the affecting 

paflages of her life, from her childhood. Mrs. Corbet 

linth fhe dearly loved) -with others itanding by, fhe 
cried out to me, ** My mother is in heaven, and Mr. 
Corbet is in heaven, and thou and I fhall be in heaven 
foon.”’ 

6. She often fhewed us, that her foul went out after 
God; crying out (coniplaining of her head) * Lord 
ma ke me know what I have done, for w hich I ur nder- 
vo all this. Lord I fubmit. God ch oofeth beft for me.” 
She defired me to pray by her, and the feemed quietly 
to join to the end. She heard divers pfalms, and a 
chapter read, and repeated part, and fung part of a 
pia herfelt. The ft words that fhe fpoke were, 

‘ My God help me! Lord have mercy upon me.” 

7. She lived near nineteen years with me a cheerful, 
wile, and ufeful life, in conftant love, peace and concord. 

8. She was buried June 17, in Chrift’s-Church, in 





her mother’s grave. 
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CHAP. IX. 


Some Ufes of this Hiftory propofed to the Reader. 


Confefs, that having thefe forty years found, that 

all our holinefs and comfort depends upon a perfua- 
fion of a life of retribution following, and that our cer- 
tainty of this depends upon our certain belief of the 
holy {criptures; and we being here in the dark, and 
too apt to doubt of all that we fee not; there are feve- 
ral experimental certainties, which confirm my affar- 
ance that the fcripture is God’s word. 

I. In that I fee and hear, that through all the world 
there is juft fuch a pravity in human nature, as the 
feripture defcribeth for original fin. 

Il. I fee the fcripture clearly verified, in mentioning 
the common enmity and war between the ferpent’s and 
the holy feed. 

IH. I feel and fee the fcripture verified, which de- 
fcribeth all the temptations of fatan, and the fecret war 
within us between the {pirit and the flefh. 

IV. And I feel and fee the fcripture fulfilled, which 
promifeth a blefling on God’s word, and his ordinances. 

V. And I fee and feel the feripture fulfilled, which 
defcribes the renewing work of. the Holy Ghoft, and 
the fpiritual difference of the fan¢tified from all others. 

Vi. Even as it perfuadeth me the eafilier to believe 
that there are devils, when I fee their very nature, and 
works, in devils incarnate, and fee what a kingdom he 
slainly ruleth in the world; and to believe that there 
is a hell when I fee fo much of hell on earth. 

2. ‘This narrative may teach us that the {tate of god- 
linefs is not to be judged of by the fears and forrows 
in which it ufually begins. The fears and forrows which 
foolifh finners fly from, tend to everlafting peace and 
joy: and perfect love will caft out all tormenting fears, 
unlefs it be thofe of a cileafed temper, which have 
more of ficknefs than of fin. 
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. It may warn all to take heed of expecting too much 
from fo frail and bad a thing as man: my wife looxed 
for more good in me, and more help from me than the 
—— efpecially lately in my weaknefs and decay. 

It fhould greatly warn us to take heed of {mall 
pepinags even a {park of affection, honeft in the 
kind, may kindle a flame not eafily quenched. How 
great a matter may a little fire kindle! almoit all fin 
beginneth in a feed or fpark, which is very hardly known 
to be a fin or danger. 

5. Yea, it fhould warn all to keep their thoughts, af- 
fections, and paffions under a conitant watch and obed i- 
ence to God; and know firft whether God allows them. 

6. And this may warn us to avoid felf-will, which is 
too much fet on any thing that God hath not promiied; 
and knows not how to bear denial. We mutt learn to 
follow, and not to lead, and to fay, The will of the 
Lord be done. 

7. And it tells you, that our greateft good or evil, is 
often in our neareft friends: and it may teach all to ex- 
pect their greateft forrows from thofe, whom they moft 
excellively love. 

8. You fee here, that fuitablenefs in religious judg- 
ment and difpofition preferveth love, more than fuit 
ablenefs in age, education, and wealth. 

g. And here you may fee, how neceflary it is to hayt 
a mind. fortified before-hand againft all forts of fuffer- 
ings, that in our patiencewe may poflels our fouls: and 
that the deareit friends muft expect to find much in 
one another that muit be borne with, and exercife ou: 
patience. 

10. And by this hiftory you may fee, how little c: 
we have to be much concerned about worldly maticrs, 
and to do them with too much intenfenelfs of attection ; 
and how neceflary it is to poflet: {fs them as if we pofleil- 
ed them not, feeing the time is fhort and the fathion cf 
this world paffeth away. 

ti. Laitly, Here you may fee, that as God’s fervants 
have not their portion in this life, fo they may have the 
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fame ficknefles and manner of death as others: Laza- 
rus may lie and die in his fores, when, Dives may have 

a pompous life and funeral. ‘There is no judging of a 

man’s future ftate, by his difeafe, or by his, difeafed 
death-bed words: he that liveth to God, thal die fafe- 
ly into the hand of Ged; though a a fever or delirium 
hincer him from. knowing this. Therefore, in our 
greateft fufferings, let us comfort one. another with 
thefe words, That we. fball for ever be with the Lord. 
Had I been to poffefs the company of my friends in 
this life only, how. fhort would our comfortable con- 
verfe have been! But now I fhall live with them in the 
city of God for ever. And they being there of. the 
fame mind with my forgiving God, and Saviour, will 
forgive all my failings, neglects, and. i Injuries, as God 
forgiveth them and me, The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken way: and he hath taken away that upon my 
defert, which he had given me undefervedly near nine- 
teen years. Blefled be the name. of the Lord. Lam 
waiting to be next: the door is open. Death will quick. 
ly draw the veil, and make us fee how near we were to 
God and one another, and did not fufficiently know it. 


Some Account of Mr. Foun Furz, aged 65. 
Concluded from page 511. | 


HE occafion of my leaving Wiitén was this : Hear- 

ing that Mr. Hail, after all the good. he had done, 

had brought a huge reproach upon the gofpel, and. was 
removed from Sarum ; I went to Mr. Mar/b, to know 
the truth of it. He faid, “He is gone; but. he has 
ag carried away with him, what we have received.” 
Ve hid ourfelves awhile ; the world rejoiced, and we 
pei When the ftorm was a little over, I went 
Sten to Sali/bury, and converfed, and prayed with fome 
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of the poor people. After fome time, I was defired to 
preach in Mr. Hall's chapel. More and. more came, 
till we had a good Congregation. Mr. Mar/b then took 
part. of the houfe adjoining to it, for me to live in, 
and to técéive any of Mr. We/ley’s preachers that could 
find time to call. Here 1 continued about five years. 
But fome of the people being afraid, teft I thould fol- 
low Mr. Hall’s example, I left the houfe, and ieft off 
preaching, till being affliGed both in foul and body, 
and knowing it was the hand of the Lord upon me, | 
made my mind Known to Mr. We/ley, who advifed me 
to go into the welt of Cornwall. I did fo; I took up 
my cro{s, left my wife and children, and.went without 
delay. 1 was very kindly received by the people. My 
labours weté bleft among them. My bodily ftrength 
returned. And great was the comfort that I felt in my 
foul. 
. Mr. Wefley fent me next into the York circuit. I 
went in the fimplicity of the gofpel, being only afraid, 
left I fhould not be ufeful. But it pleafed God to give 
me forme fruit here alfo; which engaged me to go on, 
and made me willing to fpend and be {pent for the fouls 
of men. Afterwards I fpeft tivo years in Chefhire and 
Lancafbire, where was the moit id work of God 
that I ever faw. At a love-feaft in Mancheffer, we had 
eighteen perfons juftified in an hour. And many ex 
perienced a higher work of God, being cleanfed from 
all fin. After “deeply htingering and thirfting for righ 
teoufnefs, they were fatistied with it. Some of ther: 
agoniz zing in prayer, fell to the ground, «nd cried out 
“ft is éhough, Lord! My cup runs over! With-holc 
thy hand, or enlarge my heart.” Our leaders feélinc 
the wélghtinefs of his prefence, and the exceeding great- 
nefs of his power, were filled with zeal for the ‘gk TY 
ps God, andathe good of fou!s. They difperfed them- 
felvés on Stindays, werit into the e country villages, fine 
and prayed, and exhorted the people to turn to Bud. 
Many cathe from thofe villages to hear the word, apd 
great good gras done. 
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A poor woman. iat lived about ten miles from Man- 
cheer, hearing fome fay, “ We have been there, and 
have found the Lord,” told it to a neighbour, and taid, 
“1 with I could go to Manchefer and find the Lord.” 
Her neighbour faid, “‘ Then why do not you go?” She 


aid, **O dear child, I have no thoes.” Her neighbour 


faid, ‘* 1 will lend you mine.” She faid, “Then I will 
go.” She came to Manchefer on a Sunday ; but knew 
not where to go. Seeing a gentleman walking in the 
market-place, fhe went to him, and afked, “ Where is 
it that people go to find the Lord ?” He faid, “* Among 
the Methodifts, as far as I know.’’ She afked, “* Where 
are they?” He anfwered, ** Come, and I will fhew 
you.’ He brought her to the paflage that led to the 
preaching-houfe, and faid, ‘“¢‘ Go in there.’” Thomas 
Wooljinden came to her, and afked what fhe wanted? 
She faid, *‘ Is this the place where people find the 
Lord ?” He went and called ‘fohn Morris, one ot the 
leaders, to whom fhe told all that had happened. He 
took her in ahd placed her near the middle of the room, 
and advifed her_to look at none but the preacher. She 
took his advice, and about the middle of the fermon 
cried out, “* Glory be to God, I have found the Lord !”" 
which fhe repeateg@gover and over, being filled with joy 
un{peakable. 

There was likewife a glorious work of God at Liver- 


pool. Many were enabled to repent and believe the 


gofpel: and many believed that the blood of Jefus 
Chrift had cleanfed them from all unrighteoufnefs. 
The fame flame broke out at Bolton, at Macclesfield, at 
Congleton, and at Borflem. One inftance of the good- 
nefs of God at Congleton deferves a particular notice. 
‘Two men were there, pot-companions, David and Sa- 
mucl. David made it his bufinefs to ftand in the ftreet 
near the time of preaching, and fwear at thofe that 
were going to it. About this time we had many re- 
markable converfions. At*this he feemed much per- 
plexed: and afked his companion, ‘“‘ What can_ this 
he ? What the d | js it that they do to the people 
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to convert them? I have a good mind to go and fee.” 
Accordingly both of them came. But after they had 
fat about a quarter of an hour, David farted up and 
faid, ** 1 will ftay here no longer,’’ He attempted to 
run, but quickly dropped down. However, he rofe, 
and with fome difficulty got home. He went ftrait to 
his chamber, and got to bed. He turned himielf a few 
times ; then leaped up, faying, “ 1 will lic here no lon- 
ger.” He ran into the fields, and then wandered up 
and down all the night. In the morning he came 
home, went into his fhop, and thought he would go to 
work. He heated his iron in the forge, and lifted up 
his hammer over his head. But he imagined the devil 
was jult behind him, ready to carry him away. He 
let fall his hamymer, ran out of the fhop, and went to 
the fields, where he wandered all day. In the evening 
a farmer pafiing by, faid, “* David, why are you not 
at your work! I have been three times at your fhop 
to-day ; ; but you were not to be found.” David aniwer- 
ed, * I think I fhall work no more.”’ The farmer afk- 
ed, Why fo? He faid, “1! am afraid I hall be con- 
verted.” It quickly fpread throughout the town, that 
David was going to be converted. But David protelt- 
ed he would not; he would go and get drunk direétly. 
Accordingly he went into a public-houfe, and with all 
{peed drank two quarts of ale, with half a pint of bran- 
dy. Three men fitting by, one of them iaid, * David, 
you will be cgnverted for all this.” David faid, «f 
will convert thee,” knocked him down, took him by 
the heels, and threw him out of the door. He did the 
fame to the fecond and the third. Then he caught up 
the woman of the houfe, ran with her into the ‘treet, 
threw her into the kennel, faying, “ Lie thou there.” 
te went back to the houfe, tore down the door, broke 
it in pieces, and threw it into the itreet. Then he 
went home: but he was no fooner laid down in bed, 
than he thought, “* Now I am fure the devil will have 
me.’ He leaped out of bed, took to the ficids, and 
wandered about all the day. At laft he went to his 
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companion and told him, ‘ Ever fince I heard that old 
fellow preach, I can neither eat nor fléep.” Then, 
faid Sam, take it for a warning, or I will keep thy 
company no more ; élfe the devil will have ‘us both.” 
David faid, “Then what thall we do?’ He anfwered, 
« Whatever thou doft, I will join the fociety.” David 
fell a weeping, and faid, “If thou doft, fo will I, if 
they will let me.” As foon as their defien was known, 
many came tuning to me, and defired T would not re. 
ceive éither of them. 1 faid, * If they cothe, 1 will a 
accorditig to the beft judement I have.” A little be- 
fore preaching they caine. ‘* Sir, faid Svimwel, we are 

a couple of defperate Wicked fellows. But we want to 
be better. And we beg you, for Chrift’s fake, to re- 
ecive us into your fociety. ” I faid, * Yes for Chrift’s 
fake 1 will receive you.” They looked one at the other, 
with tears flowing trom their eyes, and faid, “ For 
Chrift’s fake receive us now, and let us come in at the 
Love-feaft.” I faid, ‘1 do receive you now for Chritt’s 
fake.” After preaching, one defired me to look at Da- 
vid. His body was writhed many ways, and his cries 
and groans were fuch as ftruck terror into thofe that 
were near 4 s. kneeled down and prayed: while 1 
was praying, D id {tarted up, and erted aloud, “* Glory 
be to God! my F finn are forgiven.” At the fame time 
Samuel faid, ** O precious Lamb of God! all in a gore 
of blood for me!” David then broke through the peo- 
ple, and caught Sam in his arms, faying “* Come, let 
us fing the Virgin Mary’s fong. I could never fing it 
before; but now my foul doth “magnify the Lord, anc 
my {fpirit doth rejoice in God my Saviour: we 


Is any thing too hard for thee, 
Almighty Lord of ail? 


I married while I was at Wi/ton. When I was young, 
I was irequently at the Eari of Pembrcke’s. Here 
caine acquainted with one of the houfe-maids. We 
met frequently, and always parted with prayers. She 
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feemed very religious; but when we were married, | 
foon found my miftake. She was fond of drefs, and 
loved to walk about for pleafure on the Lord’s-day. 
She reiufed to kneel down whengl prayed, faying, “I 
do not love fuch Prefbyterian ie hee I took a book 
in my hand; but prayed as 1 did before. Then the 
kneeled. One evening fhe was much affeéted, and rofe 
early in the morning and fearched’the book to find the 
praver. But fhe could not find it; and afterwards the 
would not kneel down, whether I had a book or not. 
One Sunday morning a little before church-time, be- 
ing about to go to the facrament, | came down the 
ftairs. She ftood filent at the ftair-foot, and then ftep- 
ped down, ftruck me in the face, and beat out one of 
my teeth. She ftepped back, fat down in a chair, and 
wept aloud, faying, ‘* Lord, | cannot help it, I am fo 
tempted by the devil.” £ went to her, put my tooth 
into her lap, and: went into my chamber again without 
fpeaking. It was a forrowful day with her. The next 
morning fhe rofe before me. When I came down I 
found her weeping. She faid, * Can you forgive me?” 
1 made, towards the door. She. faid, ** For God’s fake, 
not leave me.” I fad, “ It is God againft whom 
ou _hawe finned.”” She wept aloud, I went out, and 
walked in, the fields three hours, praying for her: and 
when I returned home, I found God had fpoke peace 
to her fou}, Nothing would fatisfy her, but I mmft fit 
on her knees, and hear her praife God. I believe the 
never loft his love from that hour, but was daily grow- 
ing in grace, When f fet out as a travelling preacher, 
leaving my. children to her care, the never once.aiked: 
me, When | fhould cOme home? But in all her lotiager 
faid, ** I find difficulties: but let not that diftrefs 
lam. content, Go {trait forward in the work God ce 
called: you, to.’ 

When, b was informed fhe was very ill, f rede feven- 
ty miles in one of the fhorte!b day s, to fee her. I found 
two young women with her, who came to fee her at the 
begining, ok her illness, saul never lezt her after. ne 
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of them afked, if they fhould let her know that I was 
come? I faid, No; and went in foftly to her. She look- 
ed at me, and faid, “* My dear hufband, I am going 
to Abraham, to Maacgand ‘Facob. I am going to all 
the prophets, and to the {pirits of juft men made per: 
fect. Iam going to my dear Jefus; and added, 


Not a doubt can arife, 
To darken the fkies, 
Or hide for a moment my Lord from my eyes.” 


No, not for a moment ! She then paufed awhile and faid, 


“* Hark! hark how they fhout 
All heaven throughout ! 


Lord, let me come up!” And fo departed. I found ° 
her clothes had been fold, to procure her neceflaries in 
time of affliction. So that naked as fhe came into the 
world, naked did fhe return. | 
As to my mother, I was her youngeft fon, and the 
was the kindeft of mothers. Yet it was not till I had 
reached a whole year that fhe would come to hear me. 
After fhe had heard, fhe was all prayer, and foon foun 
peace; which fhe enjoyed without the leaft interruption, 
to her life’s end. Living and dying, fhe was poffeffed 
of that quietnefs of fpirit, which in the fight of God 
is of great price. Her laft dying words were, “ Lord 
Jefus! into thy hands I commend my fpirit.” 


Many years ago, when I was at Hornby in York/bire, 
i had a violent illnefs. None about me expected fhould 
ever recover. When to all appearance I was near death, 
Mr. Olivers fent Mr. Minethorp to Hornby with a letter 
to inform me, he would come and preach my funeral 
fermon, and rejoice over me. The good women that 
fat round my hed faid, ‘‘ We never had a preacher di- 
ed here before. We fhall have a great company of 
people to hear the funeral fermon.” I heard one of 
them fay, * Now he is going.”” Mean time the cry of 
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my heart was, * Lord fanétify me now or never.” In 
that inftant I felt the mighty power.of his fanctifying 
fpirit. It came down into my foul as a refining fire, 
purifying and cleanfing from all énrighteoufnefs. And 
trom that inftant I began to recover. But O how flow 
of heart have I been to believe, and how hard to under- 
{tand the deep things of God! Before my converfion 
I thought, if I repented all my days, and was pardon- 
ed at laft, it would be a great blefling. But when it 
pleafed God to pardon me, I knew, “ Now is the ac- 
cepted time: now is the day of falvation.’? But I had 
the fame conceptions of fanctification, that I had before 
of juftification. I preached it as a flow, gradual work. 
And while I did fo, I gained no ground: I was cafily 
provoked, which made me fear left after I had preached 
to others, I myfelf fhould be a caft-away. But now, glo- 
ry be to God, I feel no at.ver, no pride, no felf-will: 
old things are paft away. All things are become new. 
Now I know, he that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God 
and God in him! 


*- -_-—- <r DS > — 


A fbort Account of the Death of Foun Hazit 


N the 18th of Auguft died ohn Haim, in the fet 

venty-eighth year of his age. For more than 4 
twelvemonth paft, his health was vifibly upon the de- 
cline: but although a hettic fever was continually in 
creafing, and wearing him to fkin and bone, yet his zeal 
for God, and concern for the falvation of fouls, abated 
not in the feaft. He preached as long as he was able tu 
{fpeak, and longer than-he could ftand without fip 
port. 

The Sunday before his death he requefted the focice 
to attend him in his own room: and for feveral m- 
nutes powerfully and affectionately exhorted thenr to 
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perfevere to the end, in that faith which worketh by 
love, and purifieth the heart. 

The morning before he died, in attempting to get 
out of bed, he fell down, and was much hurt; which 
occafioned violent pain. In about two hours after, the 
pain being a little abated, he defired to be raifed up in 
bed ; and after fhaking hands with five or fix friends 
who were with him, he prayed for the divine blefling 
upon them feparately : next for the church in general, 
and laftly for the little flock over which he had long 
been overfeer. He then leaned back in bed; and al- 
though the pain was not fo intenfe, yet there were evi- 
dent tokens of his approaching diffolution. His ftrenzth 
gradually decreafed, and his fight and fpeech ina great 
meature failed. Yet he frequently broke out in prayer, 
in thefe and fuch like fentences: **O Lord, in thee 
have I trufted, and have not been confounded. In thee 
do I new truft, let me never be confounded. Salvation 
is of the Lord. I have nothing to bring, nothing to 
offer unto the Lord, but, God be merciful to me a fin- 
ner! When my foul departs this body, a convoy of 
angels will conduct me to the paradife @f God.” hg, 
laft prayer, that could be underftood, was ta this eF 
fect: *O almighty God, who dwelleft in light, which 
no mortal can approach, and where no, unclean thing 
can enter, cleanfe the thoughts of our hearts: grant us 
continually, fweet peace, quietnefs, and affurance of 
thy favour!” About an hour before his death he was 
heard to fay, “ This is a good way! O that all may 
tread this path in the important hour!”’ Prefently al- 
ter he departed fo quietly, that it was fcarce perceiva- 
ble when he drew his laft breath. 


GEORGE STORY. 


“tr? 2 Cc, 7 » pe O 
\ nichiurch, oepnt. ©. 1704. 
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Tie SHIPWRECK. 


HE fhip, Bouevia, of London, burden about 25¢ 

tons, Capt. Brooks commander, fet {ail from the 

coaft of Holland on the 25th of November. 1724, hav- 

ing two pilots, the one Englith, the other it his 
wife was alfo on board with him. 

The day had been fair and clear, but in the evening 
about fix it blew hard. ‘The gale increafed into a vi- 
olent {torm, and continued for about feven hours; du- 
ring which, the fhip was ftranded off Enchuy/en, in the 
Texel. 

In order to fave themfelves, if poffible, the men al! 
got into the long-boat, and were juft ready to put off ; 
but not having their captain among them, they called 
to haften him down, as the fea ran fo high that it broke 
even the boat, and endangered her beating to pieces a 
gainit the fide of the ftranded vellel. The captain, in 
this nice and perilous point of time, recollecting that 
his wife was fea-fick im the cabin, could not bear the 
thoughts of endeavouring to fave himfelf without her, 
and was earnefliy labouring to bfing her along with 
ghim: but fhe, who had heard the men cry out, that 
the boat would fink under the weight of two perfons 
more, embraced him pailionately, and refufed to 20. 
She wept, and told him in the moft moving manner, 
that a woman in fuch an extremity would prove a daa- 
gerous incumberance. She im plored him, not to think 
of dividing his care, but to employ it all for the preferv- 
vation of his fingle life, much dearer to her than her 
own. 

For fome time he prefled her in vain; but at lait 
prevailed with her to come up with him upon deck, 
where the firft obfervation they made was, that the 
boat was out of fight; having been beaten off by the 
force of the fwell, ‘that rofe between her an d the veil. 

He was gazing fpeechlefs i in her face, in a deipair whi 
he found no words to utter, when a billow r bre kin 
ver the fhip wathed him head-long into the fea, 
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left her fhrieking, and alone behind him, in a condition 
fo far lefs fupportable than his, that after a fucceflion 
of the bittereft outcries, fhe fell forward in a fwoon,, 
and funk fenfelefs after him. 

The beat in the mean time endeavoured to return to 
the fhip, and pafling providentially near the captain, who 
was yet faintly fwimming, the men difcovered him in 
the fea, and took him up, quite {pent and fpeechlefs ; 
in this condition they laid him in the bottom of the boat, 
and coming along the fhip’s fide, one of the failors 
fooking up, faw fomething like a woman, with her arms 
and clothes entangled in the fhrouds : this was the cap- 
tain’s wife, who in the moment of her falling forward, 
had been fupported againit that part of the rigging. She 
was {till in a fwoon, but fo beloved by the mariners, 
that they redoubled their efforts to get her on board, 
that they might have it in their power to fave her. They 
were fo fortunate, that they found means to lift her in- 
to the boat, where they laid her, dead to all appearance, 
by her hufband who was in the fame condition. ‘Uhey 
put off again, and with great difficulty, got on fhore 
upon one of the iflands in the Texe/, where the captain 
coming to himfelf, told his men, that they would have 
done more kindly, had they let him perifh in the fea 
fince the life they had enforced upon him, mutt for e- 
ver be imbittered by the memory of her unhappy end, 
for whofe fake only he had thought it worth withing 
for. His wife was now recovering, and near enough to 
hear. ' 

They flew into each others arms. And it is eafier to 
imagine than defcribe, what they thought, and faid. 
on fo tranfporting an occafion. 

This relation was faithfully takef from the mouth of 
a gentleman, who was an eye-withefs of the provide on. 
tia! particulars. 
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An Account of Mrs. 8. SranpeRrnc. 


RS. Standering was born at Newry, in the North 

of Ireland. Her parents were creditable people, 
and brought her up in a moral way. She had, froma 
child, fome ferious impreflions on her mind. The third 
Methodift fermon fhe heard, was preached by Mr. 
Hampfon ; under whom fhe was deeply convinced of 
her loft condition. She was overcome by the power of 
God, and dropt down in the market-place at Newry, 
as it fhe had been dead. Three months after, the Lord 
fet her foul at liberty. From that time fhe was a re- 
markable pattern of every good word and work: do- 
ing good to all, according to her power. She had 
compaflion on the wicked. She loved the faints ; but 
in an efpecial manner the preachers of the gofpel. 

About twenty years ago fhe was married to Mr. Fobn 
Standering. ‘They lived very happy together for four 
years. It then pleafed God to call him home. He di- 
ed at Bolton, in perfect peace. 

The laft fixteen years fhe went through various and 
great afflictions. She was blind for nine months, and 
could not difcern betwixt night and day. She ufed va- 
rious means, and applied to the beft phyficians ; but all 
to no purpofe. One day the Lord applied thefe words 
to her mind: Doft thou believe I am able to do this 
thing for thee? From that time fhe gave up all out- 
ward means, and in a little time the Lord reftored her 
fight. About three weeks after, the Lord convinced 
her of the need of a farther work of grace. She ther 
cried to him to cleanfe her from all iim. It was not 
long before he heard her and fet her at perfect liberty. 

Her laft affliGtions, which lafted about twenty weeks, 
were very fevere ; but fhe was fupported in a remarka. 
ble manner: fhe was frequently carried on the wings of 
love, and could rejoice in God her Saviour without 
doubt or fear. When a friend fpoke to her about he 
sreat afflictions, fhe repeatedly cried out, ** Though he 
Hay me, yet will I trift in him: he has promifed to he 




















and bring a reproach on the gofpel: and a, 
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with me through the valley of the thadow of death, and 
therefore I will fear no evil; his rod and his ftaff com- 
fort me.” She held faft her confidence to the end, and 
died full of faith and love. 

Laft Sabbath-day her corpfe was attended by many 
of our Manchefer friends to this place, and interred 
by her late hufband, in the midft of multitudes. May 
my latter end be like hers! 


Bolton, Nov. 2, 1784. C. Hopper, 


—_——-« <Qe22> >_——_ 


Letters. 


LETTER Xt. 
| [From Mrs. Mary Jones, to the Rev. J. Wefley.] 


Bath, Jan. 1, 1772. 
Rey. Sir, 


NCOURAGED by your condelcending anfwer 
E, to my former letter, I take, the liberty to write 
again, and to tell you juft how I am, as well as my 
mean capacity enables me. And firit, Jefus is altoge- 
ther lovely to me: he is my God and my all. This is 
the mountain on which I ftand, and behold his foes 
beneath his feet. Neverthelefs, I find fatan will ftrike, 
though he cannot deftroy.~ The Lord, for the eftablifh- 
ing of my faith, has permitted his work to be tried as 
by fire. Both by outward trials and by inward cruci- 
fixion, for which I can praife him, and fay with hum- 
ble boldnefs, in the midft of all, his yoke is ealy and 
his burden is light. My temptations are various: fome- 
times 1 am tempted to believe, all the work in my foul 
:s a delufion: at other times, that I fhall rall from grace 
cain, to rea- 
fon, * Why am I thus, if God had done this for me?” 
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But they are as a flafh of lightning: they have not 
the leaft reft on my foul, bemg quenched by faith in 
Jefus. But O! how fhall I paint my own weaknefs and 
helplefsnefs ? My entire dependence is on the blood of 
Jefus? I do indeed feel a momentary falvation: “* Every 
moment, Lord, [ want the merit of thy death.” I deep- 
ly feel it is Jefus, not me, that keeps my garments un- 
{potted from the world. It is now I feel, [ am nothing, I 
have nothing, and mutt fall if I do not continually receive 
ftrength from an inexhauftible fountain. My foul is 
fometimes led to meditate on the depths of redeeming 
love, God manifeft in the flefh, to deftroy the works 
of the devil. But I am foon loft in wonder, love and 
praife, and cry out, O the length, the breadth, the 
height! There are feafons, at which my foul is taken 
from all but Jefus; as it were, fhut up, abftratted 
from all earthly objects. Thefe are feafons of folemn, 

filent love, in which I feel there is a rooting and 
grounding. My foul longs for them; and in the en- 
joyment of them, is ready to cry out with Peter, 
** It is good to be here ;” but is filenced with thofe 
words, ** Not my will, but thine be done!” I am con. 
tinually offered up as a facrifice; feeling I am net 
my own. I long for more of that life, which is hid 
with Chrift in God. I never, in my life, faw my fall 
from God fo deep as I fee it now. It is the cafe in all 
things, apd particularly in the body being a clog to the 
foul. Sometimes | long to lay the burden dewn: but 
I fear, that is my own will. Lord, let thy fpirit teach 
me.in all things! Satan leaves no ftone unturaed, nor 
art untried to fhake my confidence : and #g,make others 
fhut their eyes again{t the truth. But the Lord will 
ficht his own battles. I have often a fight of the pit 
from whence I was taken, which finks me into ne thing: 

and I conclude, there never was one faved from fucha 
depth before. I beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf 


Your moft unworthy follower, 


MARY JONES. 












508 LETTERS. 
LET T ES LXL 
[From the Rev. L. Coughlan, to the Rev, J. Wefley.} 
Harbour-Grace, Newfoundland, Nov. 4, 1772. 
Rev. Sir, 


Blefs God, my poor !abours in this land have been 

attended with fome little fuccefs ; fome precious 
fouls are gone to glory, and a few more are walking 
in the fear of the Lord, and in the comforts of the 
Holy Ghoft. 

I am now in the feventh year of my fervitude, as 
miffionary, at the end of which I hope to return to 
England. Could I travel up and down in this land, fo 
as to be ufeful any longer, I would gladly ftay ; but as 
{ cannot, except by water in fmall boats, I am not able 
to ftand it. 

I am and do confefs myfelf, a Methodift. The name 


love, and hope I ever fhall. The plan which you firft. 


taught me, I have followed, as to doctrine and difci- 
pline. Our married men meet apart once a-week ; and 
the married women do the fame. This has given great 
offence ; fo that repeated complaints have been made 
to the Governor. But truth is mighty, and will prevail. 

In the winter I go from houfe to houfe, and expound 
fome part of God’s word. This has alfo given great of- 
fence. ** But God is above men, devils, and fin.’’ 

The fociety,* I make no doubt, have many com- 
plaints againit me; but in this I fhall commit all to 
God: for I am confcious to myfelf, that what I do is 
for the glory of God, and the good of fouls. We 
have the facrament once a month, and have about two 
hundred communicants. This is more than all the o- 
ther miffionaries im the land have: nor do I know of 
any who attend our facrament, who have not the fear 
of God; and fome are happy in his love. There are 


* For propagating Chriftian knowledge. 
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fome alfo whofe mouths God hath opened to give a 
word of exhortation, I hone he will raife up more. 

About this time twelvemonths | hope to be on my 

paffage for England. If I come by the way of. Irelan 

| fhould like to fee my old friends there. I fhall be clad 
to know if it‘will be a agreeable to you for me to {peak 
in your facieties. 

i beg leave to afk you one thing more. Having fer- 
ved the {fociety feven years, ‘as their mi! Hionary, upon 
my return to En, sland, with a ftrone teltimonial from 
my parith, is the fociety obliged to find mea living ¢ 
And if I could get a place in “the church, would you 
advife me to accept of pit? If I know ~ own heart I 
would be where I could be moft ufeful. To be fhut up 
in 2 little parith- church, and to conform in every little 
thing for fixty or a ‘ie idred pounds a year, I would 
not; no, nor even fora thoufand. 

My talents, you very well know, Sir, are but {mall ; 
fo that to be fhut up here any longer will not do. | am 
fure it is high time that I fh ald be removed. Who 
God will provide for this people | know not. But he 
opens and none can fhut. DPhave informed good Lady 
Hunting ‘don of my coming next year. Her plan is 
fonewhat a: sree jae to me: that is, in going from one 
place to another. Yet there is one thine w wanting, viz. 
Di cipline ; ; whic h I look upon, under God, has been 

he yeore hee. of my fociety. My preaching in this 
and would do but little cood, were it not for our little 
meetings. 
A line from you next fpring will 


be very acceptable, 
‘o Rey. and dear Sir, 







Your dutiful fon in the golpel, 


1. COUGHLAN. 
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Poetry. 


the Benzrrr of ArrLicrioN, Fob vw. 6, 7, &. 
Wess huge afflictions prefs me down, 


And forrows make my nature groan, 
Where fhall I find relief? 
Pil bow myfelf before my God, 
And humbly kifs the facred rod, 
Till he afluage my grief. 
My num’rous fins will I confefs, 
And own in ev’ry fore diftrefs, 
The Lord is good and jult: 
For by experience | have found 
Afflictions fpring not from the ground, 
Nor troubles from the duft. 
So fure as fparks from burning fire, 
By native force will fill afpire,, r 
And upward wing their way; 
$o furely man is born to pain; 
Our common lot is to complain, 
While here on earth we ftay. 
Nor.is the caufe fo hard to tell, 
Since frem the Lord we bafely fell, 
And left the fource of blifs: 
How can we hope for joys ferene, 
While fin, the montter, lurks within, 
That parent of diftrefs? 
To Jefus then 1 make my moan :-— 
O, plead my caufe before the throne! 
Thou hait the Father’s ear: 
Since thou for me did{t undertake, 
My ‘uit is gain’d—thy blood did make 
Lia Atonement at his bar. 
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